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AA  FFrreeee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  MMaaggaazziinnee  
ffoorr  HHoollttss  ffeeaattuurriinngg  aallll  ttaalleess,,  ssmmaallll  

ttaalleess,,  bbuutt  eessppeecciiaallllyy              ttaalleess!!
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Roman Soldier’s 
Edition!

TTaallll

IInn  TThhiiss  IIssssuuee::  
  PPaaggee::  
  22..    LLeetttteerr  FFrroomm  DDrr  CChhaauuhhaann,,  
            TTwwoo  SSiiggnnss  ooff  oouurr  TTiimmeess..  
  33..    FFaammoouuss  OOllddhhaammeerrss..  
            TTwwoo  OOlldd  PPeeooppllee  ......  
  44..      FFaammoouuss  LLaasstt  WWoorrddss  ......  
            PPrriizzee  DDrraaww  SSccaammss..  
  55..    EEddwwaarrdd  LLeeaarr  NNoonnsseennssee,,    
            TTwwiissttrreeee  FFuunnnniieess..  
  66..    TThhee  VVeeggBBaagg  CCooookkiinngg,,  
            DDeemmoo..  
  77..    OOuurr  DDaayy  iinn  CChheesstteerr..  
  99..    HHoollttss  VVaarriieettyy  SSttoorree..  
1100..  PPoosstt  OOffffiiccee  NNoottiiccee,,  
            MMiixxeedd  BBaagg..  

NNeexxtt  IIssssuuee    
1166  OOccttoobbeerr

EEddiitteedd  bbyy  
BBoobb  RReennsshhaaww..    

AAss  eeddiittoorr,,  aanndd  oowwnneerr,,    
II  rreesseerrvvee  tthhee  rriigghhtt  
ttoo  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  tthhee  

mmaaggaazziinnee’’ss  ccoonntteenntt..  
AAllll  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  mmoosstt  

wweellccoommee..  
  EEmmaaiill  yyoouurr  ssttoorryy  ttoo  mmee  

aatt::  
bboobbiinnoollddhhaamm@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

AAllll  EE&&OOAA

In Memory of  
Mandy Holroyd
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shop’s sign never got made and 
had to sent elsewhere for it to be 
made up and fitted. 
    But what a strange coincidence? 
Two new food outlets on Holts es-
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Give Flu The Cold Shoulder 
By Dr Zahid ChauhanOBE 
 
COVID has a cunning older cousin. His 
name is familiar, though he is often 
confused with something else, and he 
changes every year to make himself 
elusive. Although wary of him, we still 
let him into our lives too easily, when a 
small inoculation might keep him away. 
He is also deadly. 
And his name is flu. 
 
A bout of cold versus flu 
Influenza is one of a myriad of acute 
lower respiratory infections and it man-
ifests itself in yearly epidemics. It preys 
on older folks and those with existing 
medical conditions and can lead to 
hospitalisation for those who have 
asthma, diabetes, and heart problems. 
It differs from the common cold in that 
symptoms are more vociferous and 
come on abruptly. With flu, chills, mus-
cle ache and fatigue are more preva-
lent. People with a cold are more likely 
to have a runny or stuffy nose. Flu can 
create the kind of breathing problems 
that result in more serious conditions, 
including pneumonia. 
     People often joke about ‘man flu’ 
and ridicule those who claim their 
sneeze is a sign of the flu. I tell them 
that if you are unfortunate to get in-
fluenza, you will know about it, as it 
can lead to problems such as chronic 
fatigue. It is unpleasant but you can 
block it with a flu jab. 
 
Eye-up the needle 
If you are in one of the vulnerable 
groups for conditions such as COPD, 
you will be proactively encouraged to 

At last our chippy’s sign has ar-
rived and graces the chip shop’s 
frontage. 
    The Roc ‘n’ Rollers original cafe 
sign was stolen just days before 
our cafe was due to open. It took 
weeks before the sign was re-
placed and installed above the cafe 
door. A new sign had to be provided.  
    This story is incredibly, and coin-
cidentally, similar to the non ap-
pearance of the new local chip 
shop’s sign. Except that the chip 

get the jab, free-of-charge. Yes a phar-
macist may present you with a bill, but 
it is a small price to pay for avoiding a 
virus that can leave you debilitated for 
weeks. If the anti-vax argument is 
aimed at you, remember how many 
deaths were avoided from COVID by a 
couple of jabs. Sure the flu, pneumonia 
and coronavirus injections are not 
100% fool-proof but they drastically  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
reduce your chances of developing a 
deadly virus. 
     Painkillers, rest, and hydration re-
main the most effective ways of com-
batting the flu and those familiar early 
Lockdown adages about washing 
hands, catching a sneeze, and keeping 
your distance should you display symp-
toms, will block the spread for sure. 
 
Energy hike makes money tight 
Of real concern to me this winter, is ris-
ing fuel prices. Spending money on en-
ergy bills instead of food could cause 
conditions including malnutrition; and 
not heating your home properly might 
result in hypothermia. Worries about 
debt may also spurn the kind of mental 
health problems so prevalent in today’s 
world. Along with other eminent medics, 
I have written to the new Prime Minis-
ter to ask her to make combating fuel 
poverty her first priority. We await her 

response – and action. 
     Should you be fortunate to be able 
to heat your abode properly (we rec-
ommend a temperature of 18 degrees 
Celsius) how about visiting other more 
vulnerable members of your commu-
nity and checking to see if they are 
okay? Many older folks live in seclu-
sion these days with no one to look out 
for their health. Suppose one of those 
had a stroke. If they have a caring 
neighbour who looks out for them and 
sees that event, that could help reduce 
the damage that causes. The pain of 
isolation also leads to dark thoughts 
and a chat could be all they need to lift 
their spirits and their health. 
 
Rough time ahead for street sleepers 
As ever this winter, I shall be working 
with the homeless for whom the streets 
can become even darker, colder, and 
more dangerous and those in tempo-
rary accommodation who might be 
squalid and damp which are harbingers 
of bugs and viruses. That people are 
living rough is spectre enough but the 
fact they die there is positively painful, 
so also keep a watchful eye on this 
most perilous group. 
     ‘Coughs and sneezes spread dis-
eases’ was once a popular national 
catchphrase. We need to bring it back. 
Because as COVID taught us, respira-
tory viruses can kill, and they percolate 
so easily. Let us do all that we can to 
prevent their progress and make our 
winter’s tale one of health and  
happiness.  
 
Dr Zahid Chauhan OBE, Deputy Mayor 
and Councillor Alexandra Ward

tate had to open without their 
shop signs! Some very 
spooky goings on indeed on 

our estate. Paranormal activity? 
I wonder?  

Bob Renshaw

Oh My Cod!
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The demonym of Oldham is 
Oldhamer; however, this list may in-

clude people from Chadderton, 
Failsworth, Lees, Royton, 

Saddleworth, and Shaw and 
Crompton, all from the wider 

Metropolitan Borough of 
Oldham. 

      

Abridged by Bob Renshaw 
Reference Wikipedia, free encyclopedia.

Some Famous  
Oldhamers 

#76 Ian Cameron Mercer
Ian Cameron Mercer (born 7 Jan-

uary 1961) is an English actor. He 
is probably best known for playing 
Gary Mallett in the ITV soap opera 
Coronation Street from 1995 to 
2000, having previously appeared 
in 1987 as a different character. 
His other television credits in-
clude Brookside (1982–83), 
Cracker (1993), and The Street 
(2007). 
    Mercer was born in Oldham, 
Lancashire. On leaving school, 
Mercer trained as an electrical 
engineer but decided to become 
an actor when he became an as-
sistant stage manager at the Old-
ham Coliseum in 1979. His first 
television appearance was as Mile 
in Starting Out (1982), a series 
made by ATV for schools and writ-
ten by Grazyna Monvid. 
    Mercer went on to work in such 
stage productions as Bent, Spend 
Spend Spend, Saturday Night, 
Sunday Morning, Billy Liar, Stop 

The Children's Laughter, Welcome 
Home, Romeo and Juliet, The 
Fancy Man, The York Realist, 
Beauty and the Beast and Re-
vengers Tragedy. 
    His television and film acting 

credits include 
leading roles as a 
butcher in Blue 
Money (1985), 
Coronation Street 
(as Gary Mallett 
and in 1987, Pete 
Jackson), Shack-
leton (with Ken-
neth Branagh), 

Heartbeat, The Monocled Mutineer, 
A Touch of Frost, Cracker, Common 
As Muck, Peak Practice, New 
Tricks and Master and Commander: 
The Far Side of the World (with 
Russell Crowe). In 2009 he ap-
peared in an episode of Doctors 
and two episodes of Waking the 
Dead. He appeared as Black-
beard's chief zombie henchman in 

Pirates of the Caribbean: On 
Stranger Tides. During August and 
September 2015 he returned to 
Doctors playing the recurring role of 
Andy Weston in an ongoing subplot. 
    In 2007, he completed three 
years of study at Northumbria Uni-
versity, gaining a degree in English 
and Art History. He lives in North-
umberland with his two daughters, 
Scarlett Rae (1997) and Carmine 
Mae (2000). 
    In 2018, Mercer appeared in the 
Mike Leigh film, Peterloo,’playing 
the ‘buffoonish’ Dr Healey. 
    In May 2011, he was convicted 
of benefit fraud, having falsely 
claimed £2,300 in council tax bene-
fit despite being in work at the time. 
He was fined £165 with a £15 vic-
tim surcharge and £100 costs. 

In Memory of  
Mandy 
Holroyd 

   
Who sadly passed 

away 
25 August 2022 

Mandy was a pop-
ular lady and probably 
best known to everyone on 

Holts because she worked in 
the local stores. She was a kind 

and helpful person and we 
shall be all the poorer 

 for her passing. 
   

Bob Renshaw

A Sweet Grandmother ... 
A sweet grandmother telephoned 
St. Joseph's Hospital. She timidly 
asked, 
    ‘Is it possible to speak to some-
one who can tell me 
how a patient is doing? 
The operator said, ‘I'll 
be glad to help dear. 
What's the name and 
room number of the pa-
tient?’ 
    The grandmother in 
her weak, tremulous 
voice said, ‘Norma Find-
lay, Room 302.’ The op-
erator replied, ‘Let me 
put you on hold while I check with 
the nurse's station for that room.‘ 
    After a few minutes, the operator 
returned to the phone and said, 
    ‘I have good news. Her nurse 
just told me that Norma is doing 
well. Her blood pressure is fine; her 

blood work just came back normal 
and her Physician, Dr. Cohen. He 
has scheduled her to be dis-
charged tomorrow.’ 
    The grandmother said, ‘Thank 

you. That's wonderful. I 
was so worried. God 
bless you for the good 
News.’ 

The operator 
replied, ‘You're more 
than welcome. Is 
Norma your daughter?’ 

The grandmother 
said, ‘No, I'm Norma 
Findlay in Room 302. 
No one tells me shit.’ 

 
A Little Old Man ... 
A little old man shuffled slowly into 
an ice cream parlor and pulled him-
self slowly, painfully, up onto a stool 
…  After catching his breath, he or-
dered a banana split. The waitress 

asked kindly, 'Crushed nuts?' 
    'No,' he replied, 'Arthritis.' 

Anon 
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THE FAMOUS LAST 

WORDS OF FAMOUS PEOPLE ...

Lottery and 
prize draw 

scams 
Lottery and prize draw scammers 

make contact by letter. They try 
to con people into believing they 
have won a prize or a large amount 
of money. 
    The scammer claims that the 
victim has been ‘randomly se-
lected’. Sometimes they use fa-
mous brand names to make it 
sound more legitimate. 
    The format of these scams may 
vary, but the aim is always  the 
same  – they require some sort of 
fee, to be paid up front, in 
order to claim the fictitious 
prize. 
    Postal scams are known as 
mass marketing fraud (MMF). 
Mass marketing criminals 
share victim’s details with 
other scammers worldwide. 
Therefore, anyone who re-
sponds could end up being 
bombarded by more and more 
letters trying to con them into 
parting with even more cash. 

    Remember  
 
     Only ever buy lottery tickets 
from trusted websites or retailers. 
     If you are told you’ve won a 
prize for a competition you’ve never 
entered, it’s a scam. 
     If you’re asked to call a num-
ber to find out what you’ve won, 
don’t. You could end up being per-
suaded to pay for delivery of a 
prize that doesn’t exist. 
     Lottery and prize draw letters 
are mass-produced. However, 
modern technology allows scam-
mers to insert the recepient’s name 
many times throughout the text, 
giving the impression they have 
been written to you personally. 

 Think! 
 
     Every 15 seconds someone falls for a 
scam. 
 
    No genuine lottery, prize draw or 
raffle would ask you to send money 
to claim a prize. If you received 
such a letter you can report it to Ac-
tion Fraud. 
  

Think Jessica Publications 
2019 

Greater Manchester Police

George Frederick Ernest Albert, 
King of Great Britain, Ireland, 

and the British dominions beyond the 
seas, and Emperor of India, more 
snappily known as George V, was a 
quiet and unassuming man. He was 
temperamentally unsuited to leading 
his nation, especially in the high-pro-
file figurehead role that was required 
of him during the First World War. 
Nevertheless, he applied himself to 

the task and worked hard to become 
a visible and popular monarch. After 
the war, he changed the family name 
from Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to Windsor 
to minimise any association with his 
German ancestry. 
    He was a heavy smoker and, in 

1928, he fell ill with a chest infection. 
He spent some time recuperating at 
Sir Arthur du Cros's house in the 
south-coast town of Bognor and, the 
story goes, when he was leaving the 
town he was peti-
tioned to rename it 
Bognor Regis as a 
mark of his visit. 
The fa- mous 
'Bugger Bognor! ‘ 
remark may or 
may not have been 
his reply but, sadly, they weren't his 
dying words. 
    George returned to London and 
lived in some discomfort for a few 
more years, finally succumbing at 
Sandringham House in 1936. Another 
version of his final words is  ‘How is 
the Empire?‘, said to his secretary 

Clive Wigram on the day of his death. 
A variant of the  ‘Bugger Bognor!‘ 
story is that he said it on his deathbed 
when it was suggested that he might 
soon be well enough to return there. 
His actual last words appear to have 
been less quotable – his physician 
Lord Dawson reported later that his 
final utterance was ‘God damn you‘, 
said to his nurse when she adminis-
tered a sedative. There has been 
much speculation that Dawson pre-
scribed the sedative to hasten the 
King's demise, so that the press 
would have the story for the morning 
newspapers. 
    Dawson coined a memorable line 
for the media with his press release 
during George's final hours – ‘The 
King's life is drawing peacefully to a 
close‘.  
 
Source: Kings, Queens and Courtiers: 
Intimate portraits of The Royal House 
of Windsor From Its Foundations to the 
Present Day, Kenneth Rose, 1989. 

 ‘Bugger Bognor!’ George V

NEWS FLASH! 
Madge attacked by out of 
control jar of Piccallili.

Aaaahhh, me toe!



They went to sea in a Sieve, they did, 
In a Sieve they went to sea: 
In spite of all their friends could say, 
On a winter's morn, on a stormy 
day,In a Sieve they went to sea! 
And when the Sieve turned round and 
round, 
And every one cried,  ‘You'll all be 
drowned! ‘ 
They called aloud,  ‘Our Sieve ain't big, 
But we don't care a button! we don't 
care a fig! 
In a Sieve we'll go to sea! ‘ 
Far and few, far and few, 
Are the lands where the Jumblies live; 
Their heads are green, and their 
hands are blue, 
And they went to sea in a Sieve. 
 
They sailed in a Sieve, they did, 
In a Sieve they sailed so fast, 
With only a beautiful pea-green veil 
Tied with a ribbon by way of a sail, 
To a small tobacco-pipe mast; 
And every one said, who saw them go, ‘ 
0 won't they be soon upset, you know! 
For the sky is dark, and the voyage is 
long, 
And happen what may, it's extremely 
wrong 
In a Sieve to sail so fast! ‘ 
Far and few, far and few, 
Are the lands where the Jumblies live; 
Their heads are green, and their 
hands are blue, 
And they went to sea in a Sieve. 
 
The water it soon came in, it did, 
The water it soon came in; 
So to keep them dry, they wrapped 
their feet 
In a pinky paper all folded neat, 
And they fastened it down with a pin. 
And they passed the night in a crock-
ery-jar, 
And each of them said,  ‘How wise we 
are! 
Though the sky be dark, and the voy-
age be long, 
Yet we never can think we were rash 
or wrong, 
While round in our Sieve we spin! ‘ 
Far and few, far and few, 
Are the lands where the Jumblies live; 
Their heads are green, and their 
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Edward Lear 

What a Load of 
        Nonsense!

Twistree Funnies 1 
My wife and I made love for three 
hours last night. We role-played 
doctors and patients. I made her 
wait in the waiting room for two 
and a half hours. 
 
What did Spartacus say when the 
lion ate his wife? Nothing, he was 
gladiator.  
 
I’ve opened three birthday cards 
and I’m already £150 up. I love 
being a postman.  
 
The wife has been missing for a 
week now. The police said I 
should prepare for the worst … so 
I got all her clothes back from the 
charity shop. 
 
A genie granted me one wish, so 
I said ‘I just want to be happy’. 
Now I’m living in a cottage with 
six dwarfs and working in a mine. 
 
I tried stealing some spaghetti 
from the shop but the female 
guard saw me and I just couldn’t 
get pasta.  
 
I just found out that the company 
that makes yardsticks won’t be 
making them any longer. 
 
The car’s weakest part is the nut 
holding the steering wheel.  
 
Every man thinks he is a hero 
until he comes face to face with 
one and realises how insignificant 
he is stood next to her. 
 
Why are the pyramids in Egypt? 
Because they were too heavy to 
carry to the British museum. 
  
You can never sell an old mat-
tress but everyone pays a fortune 
to stay in a hotel and sleep on a 
used mattress.  
 
It’s weird being the same age as 
old people.  
 Navaster Twistree

hands are blue, 
And they went to sea in a Sieve. 
 
And all night long they sailed away; 
And when the sun went down, 
They whistled and warbled a moony 
song 
To the echoing sound of a coppery 
gong, 
In the shade of the mountains brown. 
 ‘0 Timballo! How happy we are, 
When we live in a sieve and a crockery 
-jar, 
And all night long in the moonlight pale, 
We sail away with a pea-green sail, 
In the shade of the mountains brown! ‘ 
Far and few, far and few, 
Are the lands where the Jumblies live; 
Their heads are green, and their 
hands are blue, 
And they went to sea in a Sieve. 
 
They sailed to the Western Sea, they 
did, 
To a land all covered with trees, 
And they bought an Owl, and a useful 
Cart, 
And a pound of Rice, and a Cranberry 
Tart, 
And a hive of silvery Bees. 
And they bought a Pig, and some green 
Jack-daws, 
And a lovely Monkey with lollipop paws, 
And forty bottles of Ring-Bo-Ree, 
And no end of Stilton Cheese. 
Far and few, far and few, 
Are the lands where the Jumblies live; 
Their heads are green, and their 
hands are blue, 
And they went to sea in a Sieve. 
 
And in twenty years they all came back, 
In twenty years or more, 
And every one said,  ‘How tall they've 
grown! 
For they've been to the Lakes, and 
the Torrible Zone, 
And the hills of the Chankly Bore ‘; 
And they drank their health, and gave 
them a feast 
Of dumplings made of beautiful yeast; 
And every one said,  ‘If we only live, 
We too will go to sea in a Sieve,-- 
To the hills of the Chankly Bore! ‘ 
Far and few, far and few, 
Are the lands where the Jumblies live; 
Their heads are green, and their 
hands are blue, 
And they went to sea in a Sieve. 
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I was sat in the cafe waiting for our 
veg bags when in-walked Dave 

carrying numerous boxes and 
cooking equipment which he took 
round into the back room. Then it 
occurred to me that today was the 
day when the VegBag people were 
to give a small 
cooking demo 
and a chance 
to have a little 
light lunch. 
    The Veg-
Bag people 
are part of an 
Oldham coun-
cil initiative to 
help provide 
fresh veg to 
people at a 
very reason-
able price. I 
think it’s a 
good scheme  
and I will write  
more about that later. Above is a 
photo of what one week’s bag con-
tained and for only £3.00 (ps, above, 
I forgot to add the strawberries to the 
photograph)! 

    As soon as Dave had set up his 
make-do kitchen there were volun-
teers ready to make Guacamole. 
This is a simple and easy recipe 
and will take less than 5 minutes to 

make. It's a simple recipe that uses 
minimal ingredients, just like au-
thentic guacamole.  
    Along with the guacamole Dave 
was going to demonstrate how to 
make Burrito wraps using a veg 
chilli with boiled rice. He is very 

keen to make 
sure we used 
Oldham 
grown vegeta-

bles. Dave demonstrated how to 
make the perfect Burrito wrap 

which had all of us whispering ‘I 
can’t do that’ or something similar. 

My first attempt had the 
chilli mix oozing out at 
both ends! Kaylee quickly 
came to my rescue and 
sealed up both ends of 
my wrap with the ease of 
a professional. 
    I had the Burrito mix 
with rice first off then with 
some persuasion, not a 
lot, I had a Burrito wrap 
as well! 
    Joan Moz. and Chris-

tine (pictured) were quick off the 
mark at the make-your-own-gua-
camole table and produced a home 
-made brand of guacamole to ac-
company their Burritos having first 

had a wrap-folding lesson from 
Dave. In one sense the recipe for 
the guacamole and the recipe for 
the Burrito were the same in that 
there didn’t seem to be any hard 
and fast rules about the ingredi-
ents. Each was very much a be-
spoke dish cooked to your personal 
taste! I look forward to the next 
cooking demo lunch! 

Dave

Joan and Christine 
make the guacamole

Dave makes a start 
on the Burritos

Writes Bob Renshaw

Philadelphia Phillies Manager, 
Danny Ozark 
‘It isn't pollution that's harming 
the environment. It's the impuri-
ties in our air and water that are 
doing it...’ 
A Congressional Candidate In 
Texas ... 
‘Half this game is ninety percent 
mental.’  
Mariah Carey 
‘Smoking kills. If you're killed, 
you've lost a very important part 
of your life.’  
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Our Social Club members gathered 
eagerly awaiting our coach to carry us 
off to foreign lands, well Chester any-
way. The coach arrived at 9.30 and we 
were on our way at 9.45. The coach, in 
my opinion, was probably the best one 
we’ve used since I’ve been going on 

days out with our group. It seemed a 
little narrow but it was comfortable and 
there was acres of room in the back to 
carry a collection of walkers. 
     The journey was quick, comfortable 
and uneventful and we arrived in 
Chester at 11.10. The driver had no 
idea where to put us down but it 
worked out all right in the end. Quite lit-
erally as we disembarked from the 
coach the heavens opened and it buck-

eted 
down. We 
sheltered 
temporar-
ily under 
a fore-
court of 
some 
nameless 
building 
and as 
the rain 
eased I 
struck out 
─ for the 
toilets. I 
made en-
quiries en 
route and 
was told 
they were 

in the market. 
Having 
found the 
market I 
shuddered 
when I read 
the signs ─ 
Closed: Toi-
lets this way. 
I had to fol-
low the blue 
signs which 
lead to some 
rather dingy 
and pokey 
toilets at the 

rear 
of, I 
think, 
a the-
atre. I 
had 
to be 
a contortionist to wrestle my 
walker around the corners and 
into the Gents. As I emerged 
back into the daylight I was met 
by a large contingent of our 
coach party all wanting the 
same! Except that the ladies 
wanted the Ladies! 

     I visited the Chester Tourist Office 
where I purchased my fridge magnet! 
So with job done I felt that I could go 
home now, objective achieved. Only 
yards away was Chester Cathedral, 
first item on my list of things to do. My 
goal was to view the Baptismal Record 

of 1603 which had Stockport man 
Judge John Bradshaw’s name in it and 
circa 1649 someone had scribbled 
‘Traitor’ next to it. Judge John Brad-
shaw was the judge who signed the 
death warrant for King Charles I’s exe-
cution ─ Regicide. Many English folk 
were incensed by Bradshaw’s role in 
his trial and execution. The church in 
Stockport where Bradshaw was bap-
tised had sent the Baptismal 
Record to Chester. The 
Archivist claimed it wasn’t 
held here. In fact, the staff at 
the Cathedral didn’t know 
what I was talking about! Not 
a productive morning so far, 
except for the fridge magnet 
of course. 
     As I walked into the 
Cathedral I heard Gerald 
shouting me. At first I couldn’t 

see him. I heard his voice but couldn’t 
see him. Then he came into view. We 
chatted for a few minutes then Gerald 
left to visit the River Dee. As I exited 
the Cathedral I heard another voice 
behind me ask- ing why I 
couldn’t see Gerald 
on the way in. I 
explained then 
expected the un- known gentle-

man to say 
cheerio. 
He in-
formed me 
that he 
saw me 
coming 
into the 
Cathedral 
and that 
we left at 
the same 
time. Then 
he started 
to tell me 
about his 
wife. I said 
I’ve really 
got to go 
and find a 

cafe. Then 
he went on 
about 
cataracts. 
By this time 
I’m walking 
backwards 
and he’s fol-
lowing me. 
I’m walking 
faster. He’s 
now telling 
me about 

his wife’s 
varicose veins. I had no option, I had 
to do a runner!  
     I walked off in my quest to find the 
Grosvenor Shopping Mall.  
     I saw a Roman soldier en route and 
took a photo of him. He’ll make a great 
BB cover picture, I thought. He  

Didn’t We Have A 
Lovely Day In 

Chester? 
Apart from the rain that 
is ...

Reports Bob Renshaw

Charlie Chaplin stood like this!

A taste of the local music!

My umbrella’s a bit on the  
large side.
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AA  FFrreeee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  MMaaggaazziinnee  
ffoorr  HHoollttss  ffeeaattuurriinngg  aallll  ttaalleess,,  ssmmaallll  

ttaalleess,,  bbuutt  eessppeecciiaallllyy              ttaalleess!!

Photo Bob Renshaw

A Chester Roman 
Soldier!

TTaallll

IInn  TThhiiss  IIssssuuee::  
  PPaaggee::  
  22..    NNeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCoouunncciill,,  
            AAss  ......  
  33..    FFaammoouuss  OOllddhhaammeerrss..  
  
  44..      FFaammoouuss  LLaasstt  WWoorrddss  ......  
            SSppooooffiinngg  SSccaammss..  
  55..    EEddwwaarrdd  LLeeaarr  NNoonnsseennssee,,    
            AA  CChhooiirr  iiss  BBoorrnn..  
  66..    TThhee  MMyysstteerryy  ooff  SSttoonnyy  
            LLaannee..  
  88..    TThhiiss  DDaayy  iinn  HHiissttoorryy..  
  99..    HHoollttss  VVaarriieettyy  SSttoorree..  
1100..  PPoosstt  OOffffiiccee  NNoottiiccee,,  
            MMiisscceellllaanneeoouuss..  

NNeexxtt  IIssssuuee    
1166  OOccttoobbeerr

EEddiitteedd  bbyy  
BBoobb  RReennsshhaaww..    

AAss  eeddiittoorr,,  aanndd  oowwnneerr,,    
II  rreesseerrvvee  tthhee  rriigghhtt  
ttoo  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  tthhee  

mmaaggaazziinnee’’ss  ccoonntteenntt..  
AAllll  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  mmoosstt  

wweellccoommee..  
  EEmmaaiill  yyoouurr  ssttoorryy  ttoo  mmee  

aatt::  
bboobbiinnoollddhhaamm@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

AAllll  EE&&OOAA
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Only £5 off 
the market! 
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wasn’t a real one of course, I think. 
     Walking towards me were the two 
glamour ladies, Amanda and Gloria. I 

only had minutes to cap-
ture them on my camera. 
Then Amanda’s phone 
rang, was it the Boule-
vard San Michel, Prada 
or the Gucci Academy in 
L.A. I wondered? It was 
time to move on. 
     My next encounter 
was with Gerald who 
gave me chapter and 
verse about his Cock-
leshell Heroes escapade 
on his boat trip along the 
River Dee! 
     After a slow and gen-
tle half an hour’s walk I entered the 
shopping mall. I was hungry and thirsty 

and stopped to drool by a bakery-cum 
cafe, The Muffin Break. I was uncon-
trollably sucked in. I ordered a bacon 
roll and a banana and caramel 
sauce pancake. They were amaz-
ing. I asked for an ordinary coffee 
but I was met with American or 
Latte? I said why is it so hard to 
get an ordinary coffee? There 
was no malice in my voice nor in 
the question but the assistant 
glared at me then said rather 
sternly I will get you a black coffee 
with separate milk so you can mix 
it yourself! I wasn’t sure if she was 
being sarcastic or not but I said 

yes please. The bacon roll 
was excellent, the pancake 
was amazing. The coffee was 

well, ordinary! 
I found the Apple 

Store in the mall and I 
was delighted that the 
assistant was a real 
Mac Techy so I ex-
plained my Mac com-
puter problem and 
asked how I might re-
solve it. He did, at least 
on paper. I left the shop smiling 
hugely. I walked on and came 
across a strange pseudo-antique 

shop full of skulls and various 
monsters. I bought a paper-
weight then left fairly quickly, a 
little unnerved. 
     Walking through the mall 
once more I spied a bunch of 
Oldhamer refugees, all looking 
exhausted, thin and weather-
beaten. A real motley crew! I 
looked to see if there was an 
upturned hat on the floor with a 
few sheckles, out of date pen-
nies or a thre’p’ny bit lying scat-
tered in it. No harm in throwing a 20p 
coin into it, I thought, but 25p would be 
too generous I reasoned. I bade 

farewell and legged it.  
     My last task was to find Primark. I 
needed to buy two woolly jumpers in 
anticipation of my bungalow becoming 

a freezer this winter. I bought 
two jumpers and I was given a 
brown paper bag to put them in.  
    I needed another coffee so 
ventured into Macdonalds. I 
asked for an ordinary coffee and 
amazingly I was served a very 
large, normal?, coffee without 
question and at half the price of 
a coffee house! 
    At 3 pm I decided to make my 
way back to the pick up point. It 
took me 50 minutes with lots of 
sitting down on my walker on the 
way. Having made it to the pick 

up point I breathed a sigh of re-

lief that I’d made it. Then, suddenly, the 
heavens opened up again. I was 
drenched. My brown paper Primark 
carrier bag dissolved in the rain and 
my brand new woolly jumpers got wet 
through! The coach duly arrived at 4.30 
and I boarded the bus soaked to the 
skin and my woolly jumpers remained 
wet-through in sympathy. Janet F came 
to my rescue and gave me a plastic 
carrier bag for my jumpers. It was a 
good and dry run home.  
     We arrived home at the same time 
as the news broke that Queen 
Elizabeth II had died.  
     God bless her.   

Spare 
£50 

please?

Swag

We accept 
cheques, credit 

and debit cards.

I’ve got a bag for 
your scooter, 

Janet.

Can you spare 

any food?

Meet my twin 
sister everyone.

?!?
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 Electricals

 Glassware

 Houseware

 Skin Care 
 & Cosmetics

 Seasonal

 Kitchenware  Partyware

 Hardware

 Candles & 
 Fragrance

 Beauty & 
 Well Being

 Personal 
 Hygiene

 Personalised 
 Gifts

HOLTS VARIETY STORE & POST OFFICE

We Accept All Major Debit / Credit Cards With No Minimum Spend
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Look! 
I’m sure everyone has a story in 

them so why not share it with 
everyone here in Holts? If you want 
to make a contribution? Share your 

funny joke, the silly story, the humor-
ous photograph, the ‘It happened on 

the way to the ...’ moment? 
Just email it to me at: 

bobinoldham@gmail.com 
 

Or drop them in to me at 
39 Brown Edge Road 

 
Please give me a shout, 

well not a shout exactly, a quiet whis-
per will do, and I will print it. Or you 
can scribble it down on a piece of 

paper. Don’t worry if you think your 
spelling’s not up to much or you think 
you couldn’t possibly write your little 
story because I can easily knock it 

into shape. You can also write 
anonymously if you wish. So go on, 

surprise yourself, give it a try. I’ve got 
to fill my pages somehow!  

Thank you very much. 
 

Bob Renshaw

Please Note 
Holts 

Post Office  
Opening 

times 
Monday     09.00–5.00 
Tuesday     09.00–5.00 
Wednesday    09.00–5.00 
Thursday     09.00–5.00 
Friday     09.00–5.00 
Saturday     09.00–1.30 

 
Please see the new 
Post Office closing 
times for Saturday. 

(Until further notice). 
 

LOOK! 
Our coffee morning 

times have changed to 
09.00 until 10.30. 

Come along and find 
out what’s happening! 

 
Thank you

BBoobb  MMoonnkkhhoouussee  
Marriage is an investment which pays 

dividends, if you pay interest. 

MMiissssiinngg  
CCaatt!!  

Tiny 

Tiny is a chipped 18 month old 
cat who is missing and sus-
pected of being in the Brown 
Edge Road area. He has been 
missing since December 2021 
and is now about 18 months old. 
    Tiny is a white cat with 
tabby-like patches on his head 
and sides.  
    If anyone has seen him or 
has any information about his 
whereabouts can you please 
contact Sandra on her mobile 
07941513012. 
    Thank you very much 

Sandra

Birthday 
Greetings  to 

Linda 27  September 

Jean C  3 October 

John F  14 October 

Did You Hear ...? 
Heard during the England v Lux-
embourg football match, Tuesday, 
6 September. Two commenators 
talking about tactics: ‘I can see it 
might be difficult to play without 
the ball ...’ 
    Very perceptive of you both ...! 

Bob Renshaw


